Man shot by officer charged in incident

25-year-old accused of weapons violations
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A 25-year-old Wilmington man, critically wounded by police fire late Saturday after he allegedly pointed a gun at a city officer, was charged Monday in the incident.

Marckia Wilkerson, of the first block of Buena Vista St., face charges of aggravated menacing, carrying a concealed deadly weapon, possession of a firearm by a person prohibited, possession of a firearm with an obliterated serial number and possession of a deadly weapon during a felony.

Bail for Wilkerson, who remains in Christiana Hospital in stable condition, was set at $21,500.

The incident unfolded about 10:15 p.m. Saturday, when a Downtown Visions employee, monitoring the city's surveillance cameras, saw several people standing on the southeast corner of 24th and Market streets, two of them getting ready to fight.

The employee focused the camera on the two men and saw one of them pull out a silver handgun, causing the crowd to disperse, said Wilmington police spokesman Master Sgt. Steven Barnes.

Wilmington police were notified and the Downtown Visions employee switched the live video to their monitors with the cameras focused on the suspect.

The cameras captured the suspect tucking the weapon in his waistband as he walked north on Market Street and then west on 25th Street.

From the surveillance camera at 24th and Tatnall streets, the employee could see the suspect crossing Tatnall Street on 25th Street, again notifying Wilmington police.

An arriving officer caught up with the suspect in the 2400 block of West St. with the help of the Downtown Visions employee pointing out his location, Barnes said.

The officer ordered the man to stop, and he turned, tripped and fell.

The suspect then pointed a gun at the officer when he got up and was shot by the officer in the leg, Barnes said.

The bullet hit a main artery. Officers on the scene administered first aid until paramedics arrived.

The officer, a 12-year veteran of the force, was not injured. He has not been identified.

Barnes said the officer has been placed on administrative duties in keeping with agency protocol until investigations by detectives and the Office of Professional Standards are completed.

The last police shooting by Wilmington police occurred in November 2006. Derek J. Hale, a decorated U.S. Marine with alleged links to the Pagans Motorcycle Club, was fatally shot on the front steps at 1403 W. Sixth St., by a Wilmington police officer.

Hale's killing came at the end of an 18-month narcotics investigation by state police that led to charges against 32 people -- including some Pagan members -- for drug and weapons offenses. Many of the charges were later reduced or dropped.

The police lieutenant identified as the shooter was later cleared after two internal investigations ruled he did not violate departmental policies or procedures.
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Marckia Wilkerson is in stable condition after being shot Saturday.
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